        HINSDALE CENTRAL PTO MEETING—Monday, September 19, 2011

Meeting Called to Order at 8:52 am

Welcome by Maria Pierce and Terry Edwards to all present.

Secretary- Motion made to approve April 2011 minutes made by Maria Kallis and seconded by Annette Burlet. Minutes were approved. 

President – Terry Edwards: 

      Introduction of new Executive Board

      Terry Edwards and Maria Pierce, Co-Presidents

      Maria Kallis and Annette Burlet, Co- Vice Presidents

      Lisa McCarthy, Treasurer

      Kathy Andrews, Secretary

Treasurer- Budget is being reviewed. Final budget will be presented in October.

New Family Network- Mary Parsons and Kristin Edstrom head this committee which welcomes new families to the area.  A coffee for new parents was held this morning before the PTO meeting and was very successful.

Book Grant- This committee awards grants, based on financial need, to seniors for college. Applications are reviewed by the committee with the student name deleted. Grants are $800.  Laurie Eichelman and Debbie Hank are chairs.

Character Counts- Committee recognizes those who represent the pillars of character within the school. It is open to all students to join.  Events include the Autism Walk, and the Aspire/Inspire breakfast in the spring. Lisa Stafford is the chair.

Communications- Meg Cooper will continue to produce the online newsletter which goes out on a bi- monthly schedule and as on a “as needed” basis.  All information for newsletter should go to Co-Presidents first for review and then will be forwarded to Meg.

Directory- Will be going to print approximately Sept.22nd. The directories are bigger this year since they are listing almost all current students. Only a few students have chosen not to be in the directory. The directory will not be mailed home as we have done in the past. They will be distributed at school to the students. Plans for distribution are still being determined. Kay Gallo is Directory Chair. We continue to look for someone to take over as committee chair.

Directory Advertisings - Ad sales are going well and should be finished soon. We now have direct fundraising specifically for Book Grants. Families /companies can donate to sponsor a Book Grant, which will carry their name.  As always please support our advertisers!  Advertising Chair is Maria Pierce. Donna Grote and Tracy Cefaratti worked on advertising this year. Committee would love to have a few more members to work with us.

8th grade Coffee- Informational coffee held for current 8th grade parents in the spring.

Chairs are Sarah Magnesen and Sandy Usher.

Freshman Parent Parties – Six social gatherings took place on the evening of September 16th providing information for parents of freshman. Parties were attended by over 350 people. Principal McGrory and Assistant Principals were able to attend the parties as well as representatives of the PTO. Co-chairs are Desiree Tucker-Sorini and Zani Cerny.

Families Helping Families- The 5th year for this committee started early as they were contacted by the social workers to provide an eye exam for one student and hair care for a student whose is being raised by a single father.  Co-chairs are Julie Glazko and Judy      Mulvenna.  

.
Hospitality- Chair Staci Guido and her committee continue to oversee the refreshments for our meetings.

Holiday Breakfast- A wonderful holiday event held each year for the teachers and staff. The breakfast is catered and volunteers can work that morning or offer to bake for the event. Contact Katy Bergholz at kjbergholz@att.net or Lourdes Beard at Lourdes@xnet.com if you would like to help.

Interview Skills Workshop- This is a mock interview workshop primarily for junior students. It is scheduled to take place in January. Co –Chairs are Carol Wroble, Mary Buddig, Kristin Edstrom, and Patti Menza.

Make A Difference- Awards are given each quarter to 6 staff members, who make a difference in someone’s life.  Nomination forms are on the website. Jamie Marucha and Linda Ritter are co-chairs.

Publicity- Information on what is happening with the PTO is sent to local papers to make community aware of what we are up to.  Ann Pitcher is the Chair
Conversations- Elaine Moore and Desiree Tucker-Sorini schedule the presentations that follow each monthly PTO meetings. Each of these monthly meetings is taped and is posted on the school website.  Today’s topic – 

“Conversations with Principal McGrory” on the “State of the School”.

Reading Rocks- this committee works with the library to set up different programs. 

Safety and Discipline- Lori Samaras is the parent representative to this committee that deals with safety concerns. Also involved are the Deans, Police and Grounds Departments.
School Board- Sue Pircon represents the PTO at the District 86 School Board Meetings and keeps the PTO informed of important issues..

Special Education- Sally Parsons and Mary Buddig will be networking with parents of children with special needs.  Monthly meetings will be taking place in the Community Room. 
Teacher Appreciation- Chair is Maria Kallis. This committee works on ways to recognize our teachers and show our appreciation. Last year the staff received apples in October, pies at Thanksgiving, Christmas gifts at the Holiday Breakfast, candy at Valentine’s Day and a Teacher Appreciation coffee in the spring.

Volunteers- Debby Heidler coordinates volunteers that may be needed for school events.   Maureen Grace oversees the Homecoming Coat check.

 Homecoming coat check volunteer email will be going out soon!

Website: Asking all Executive Board Members and committees to review the website for any changes and or suggestions.  Madhu Ramani will be overseeing the website.

Class Reps- We have a parent representative for each class. They will be reporting to the PTO as needed. The class reps are currently involved in helping with the homecoming floats and fundraising.

Middle School Representatives- We are happy to say that each feeder school has a representative, who will be sharing information to the middle schools on high school happenings, as well as making us aware of the middle school happenings. 

New Business- 

- Homecoming is open to all students-- not just those with dates.  Please check the website for the week’s activities.

- Maria Pierce spoke about the Leap Club which raises funds to help build schools in South Africa and their trip to South Africa this past summer.

- David Lang, Chair of the English Dept. and Mr. Friebel spoke about the Second Annual non-fiction Writing Awards.

     -150 students were contacted to participate

     -120 responded with pieces

     - 53 pieces were chosen to be published in a book, The Best Nonfiction Writing
     - Book is sent to local libraries and can be purchased for $15 from the English Dept.

     - The information will be posted on the PTO website. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:04 am

Respectfully Submitted

Kathy Andrews, Secretary

