HINSDALE CENTRAL PTO MEETING – Monday, May 18, 2009

Meeting Called to Order at 9:00 A.M. 
 Welcome by Mary Buddig and Darla Highley, Co-Presidents. 
Secretary - The March, 2009 minutes were approved as written. Motion to approve by Terry Edwards, second by Carol Wroble.  (Prior month’s minutes will be posted on the PTO website no later than the Thursday before each PTO meeting.  PTO members are asked to read the minutes, and e-mail comments/corrections to the secretary.)  

Presidents –  Mary and Darla thanked everyone for a fun year, and for everyone’s hard work that resulted in a lot of good things. Mary thanked Darla for a great year, and appreciated all her hard work. It was stressed that their jobs could never be done without the combined effort of many. 

Vice President –  No Report.

Treasurer – Nancy stated that she is working off the old budget as she is still waiting for a few committees to give her their numbers for next year. Discussed Holiday Breakfast numbers: the actual expense number is substantially different than what was budgeted from last year (actual of $2,849.61 versus budget of $1,200). This change was due a few things: for health and safety reasons it was decided to no longer have parents cook and reheat casserole dishes to serve, but instead had these dishes catered.  This catering expense was $1,140 and was effectively offset by donations of $1,145. But the remaining expense increase was as a result of the cost of gifts to teachers/staff ($2,287.50 versus $645.45 the prior year), and to upgrading and renting decorations for the event.  The plants given as gifts cost about $6 each. Mike Causineau stated that the gifts were appreciated and the teachers really loved the Christmas plants. He also stated that both the Holiday Breakfast and the Teacher Appreciation Breakfast held last week were both were very well received, and the teachers noticed the PTO’s efforts to make the events special.  Discussed the price point of the gifts and the amount purchased, as there seems to be extras.
Book Grant – Carol stated that they received 43 applications, and the committee awarded 30, $800 Book Grants ($24,000), with potentially 2 more: waiting for more info on two students. A box was added on the application form to designate whether the applicant wants their name read at the May Awards Ceremony: 15 of the 30 had checked no.  Carol gave the “Bobble Head” award to the entire committee for their work and efforts in rating the need of the applicants.  Discussed that many applications had incomplete information, and that makes it hard for the committee to evaluate the financial needs of the student.  Carol already discussed with Pat Huebner how to have the guidance counselors help the students get all the necessary information to complete the application. Carol also reported that the Dollars for Scholars organization will potentially match up to $800 for each recipient:  the match amount is paid by a participating DFS University/College. Historically, Central has only had one student who went to a college that was in this DFS match program. This year we may have up to 4. This is an issue because in order for a student to receive the DFS match funds, our Book Grant check must be written to the college (not to the student as we do now). The school will co-sign check with student, and pay for books directly. The student will lose their ability to use the funds for incidentals, to by books from cheaper sources, and to apply money towards tuition.  DFS now also has a reporting deadline of June 30th for the student to indicate to them which school they will be attending in the Fall. Some students do not decide by then, but Ann and Carol have sent letters to the recipients explaining the above to them. Carol also reported that Book Grant donations totaled $7,915 this year.    
Communications/E-mail –   The electronic newsletter comes out about one week after each PTO meeting.  Send any news to Meg at enews@hinsdalecentralpto.org and copy PTO Presidents.  

Directory Advertising –   The order forms are ready and will be posted on the PTO website, and a blurb will be put into Kevin Pobst’s Wednesday eblast.  Meg will also put the blurb in the PTO Newsletter. Hard copies of the advertising order form were available at the meeting.

Freshman Parent Circle – Have hosts for all but one Guidance Group. So pretty set for the Parent Parties which will be held on Friday evening, September 11, 2009.
Families Helping Families –   Joni Holinger reported that they received a nice thank you note from the family who were given many types of gift cards to help cover food, gas, clothes and supplies.  
Make A Difference –  Nominations for the 4th quarter can be handed in until May 21. 
8th Grade Coffee – Kathy Andrews reported that the 8th grade coffee held on May 7th   was well attended.  Dr. Wahl, Kevin Pobst, PTO Presidents, and other administrators spoke, and at the end tours of the building were given to interested parents. Suggested that next year we have a table for actual Directory sign up and selling advertising. 
Programming –  No “Conversations with Mr. Pobst” will be held after meeting.  Instead, the Pan-Hellenic presentation will be tonight at 7 pm at the Hinsdale Community House.  Read off the topics for next year.
Publicity – Acknowledged how well everything was reported on, advertised and promoted this year.  

Reading Rocks - Vicki reported that on May 8th, the committee hosted in the library an appreciation breakfast for teachers and staff. This event fells during Teacher Appreciation Week. This event was a huge success and came in under budget, with a lot of food leftover: the vendors were very generous.  The library personnel put together a video presentation of the photos they took that morning (shown at the start of this meeting).  They also made DVD’s for each volunteer.  Library has asked for PTO/parent help for next year for events like author talks.  Also asked Vicki to mention that overdue library books need to be turned in with fine payments. Finally, the summer reading list is available at Barnes & Noble.

Safety & Bylaws -   Janet Sabine Parry reported that the Student Handbook has been updated and will be online too.  A new automated visitor system ant the main entrance of the school will be up and running by the beginning of the next school year. This system will scan drivers’ licenses for sex offender info, log in info, and visitors will receive tags.  Push to reduce tardiness for all classes, not just first period classes.  Students will be made aware of the teacher consequences, and a log will be kept in the Dean’s office. Cell phones must be kept completely off, not just set on vibrate, and be put away. IPods will still be allowed during passing periods, but teachers can set their rules in their own classes.  The school will have to deal with I-Phones being used as IPods.  The parking lottery is going well
School Board Liaison – D-86 election was certified on April 28th.  Kay Gallo won a seat, Dennis Brennan will continue on as BOE President. The turf issue is back and the Board is working on a timeline, and waiting for the bids. The plan is to do the practice fields first and have them ready by Aug-Oct. The main fields will be done after graduation 2010. BOE will also begin work on a master facilities plan: keeping attention to safety.   

Teacher Appreciation – Lisa reported that they will continue to collect new and gently used cookbooks. Can drop them off Vicky Strumillo’s or Lisa’s house. The cookbooks will be brought to the Teacher’s Lounge by the end of the week. 
Volunteers – Kay Gallo reported that she will need volunteers to do gift wrapping at the Barnes & Noble event in June. 
New Business –

-  The Barnes & Noble fundraiser will be held June 6th and 7th.  Will be selling the summer reading for 9-12 grades, as well as a selection of the D-181 middle school summer reading lists.  Dr. Michael Collins will be there to sign his book (June 6). 

-  The “Conversations” will be tonight at 7 pm at the Hinsdale Community House, North Room: topic Pan-Hellenic information for college-bound seniors.  

-  The Eighth Grade Activities/Athletic Fair is also being held tonight.

-  Acknowledged Janet Sabine Parry, who is “graduating” this year, for all her hard work and dedication over the years. Carol Wroble read a gratitude proclamation that was present to Janet. Janet in turn thanked the PTO, administration, and “kick-bum-mums”! 

-  Putting a memory album together for Kevin Pobst: looking for pictures, articles, and letters from parents, teachers, staff and students.  Terry Edwards is collecting these at her house through Wed. May 27th. 

Farewell Surprise to Kevin Pobst – Surprised Kevin Pobst with a “thank you” and “good luck” cake. Kevin spoke briefly about what a special organization the Hinsdale Central PTO, praised the people involved in it, the PTO’s efforts and accomplishments, and thanked everyone for all they have done for Central.  Kevin was also presented with a gift bag filled with Hinsdale memorabilia.  Mary read a proclamation of thanks to Kevin.

National Honor Society – Kevin Pobst spoke about the NHS, the selection process, recent changes and why Central does it the way we do. 
PTO Slate for 2009-10:  Darla Highley read the Executive Board Slate for next year, which was presented by Carol Wroble, Nominating Committee Chair, at the April. The slate is as follows: 

Co- Presidents: Mary Buddig and Terry Edwards

Co-Vice Presidents: Maria Pierce and Jill Pachicano

Secretary:  Kathy Andrews

Treasurer: Laurie McMahon

Motion to accept 2009-2010 slate made by Darla Highley, second by Lisa Stafford, all approved. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Maria A. Pierce, Secretary
