HINSDALE CENTRAL PTO MEETING – Monday, February 23, 2009
Meeting Called to Order at 9:00 A.M.
 Welcome by Mary Buddig and Darla Highley, Co-Presidents.  Thanked everyone who supported the Boosters’ Brunch and Fundraiser which was held the day before. It was very successful.
Secretary - The January, 2009 minutes were approved as written. Motion to approve by Carol Wroble, second by Janet Sabine Parry.  (As a reminder, the prior month’s minutes will be posted on the PTO website the Thursday before each PTO meeting.  PTO members are asked to read the minutes, and e-mail comments/corrections to the secretary.)  

Presidents – Darla Highley and Mary Buddig: 
-Step 3 of Straight Talk: Teens and Alcohol took place Feb 17th.  Not a lot of parents were present, but Kevin Pobst also received letters from parents. The next step will be that the school will come out with a policy as to where they stand. The school wants this to be a collaborative effort among the parents, students teachers and administrators. Wants to solidify the fact that 21 is the legal drinking age, and can only do this if all groups work together.  Also need to vigorously campaign to get all of the police departments in the Hinsdale Central community to report.  To do this pressure needs to be put on the police departments and village boards of those communities that do not currently report. There is also a perception by parents and students that there is a lack of consistency in the application of the athletic code. This perception has become a declaration of reality.  There was a suggestion that the PTO Presidents talk to the PTO’s of the feeder schools to discuss Central’s stand and to disseminate that information to 8th grade parents. The overall goal is to work towards an agreement of all parties. Finally it was explained why the asterisk next to family names indicating that those parents would not allow drinking at their homes was omitted from the Directory. Simply, it lost its effectiveness because people did not take it seriously.   
Vice President –  No Report.

Treasurer – Nancy discussed parts of the budget. There were some deposits, but not a lot of activity this time of year: more outflows will occur. The Advance from Reserve number ($13,583.53) is a plug in to balance. Per IRS we are able to carry over into the next year three times reserves over budget before having to turn it into endowment, etc.  Preparing to file taxes now: tax, bonding and filing fees are $350.
Book Grant – Carol Wroble stated that the schedule has been changed and dates are pushed forward. Applications will now be available to students on March 2, both online on PTO website or can get hard copy from Guidance Office.  The committee will now meet to select Book Grant recipients on April 28th 2009 at 8:30 a.m., in The Alumni Room, process takes about 2 ½ hours. Volunteers will be notified by Carol as the date gets closer.  Carol asked that if any one knows students who experienced a death of a parent, to please forward names.  
Character Counts – Laurita is working on the “Aspire & Inspire” Breakfast (April 21st), which recognizes people who have made contributions towards the improvement of Central. The deadline for nominations is in March.  The Autism Walk is being planned by the students. This fundraiser is held in April.  

Communications/E-mail – The electronic newsletter comes out about one week after each PTO meeting.  It has been about 50% opened by recipients, and that number is probably higher as some people read in the preview panel.  Send any news to Meg at enews@hinsdalecentralpto.org and copy PTO Presidents.

Directory – Still looking for a volunteer(s) to take over for next year.
Freshman Parent Circle – Mary and Darla explained that this committee encompasses the freshman parent parties, which break groups up by their alpha guidance listing. Guidance and school administrators also attend the parties, which have been hosted at someone’s home. Parties are held in October. Had conversation with Kevin Pobst about evaluating the value of this event in its current format: would parents be equally motivated to attend if more or less school personnel were present; should it be hosted in someone’s home or back at school; is the timing right; should it be more or less a social event; and, is the alpha listing ideal.  Joanne Cascio, Meg Cooper and Maria Pierce will look into this and report back in the March PTO meeting.  
Families Helping Families – Families Helping Families – Joni stated that they are helping a family who has two working parents but are struggling pay their bills. They were 2 months behind in rent with their gas about to be shut off, thus the committee was working to help with the gas bill.  The committee has decided that going forward they should not be covering people’s bills directly.  Joni asked that if anyone wants to help this family, please send donation to her, check made out to HCHS PTO.  These donations are appreciated by the family and the Social Work Dept. 
Holiday Breakfast – No Report
Hospitality – Mary Parsons will stay on this committee next year. Will have a table set up at Book Month.  

Make A Difference – Marcy Innocenti stated that they are taking nominations until Tues., March 22nd, and will announce the winners the following Thursday. The nomination forms for the 4th quarter are available on PTO website, or hard copies can be found in the Dean’s, Guidance or English departments. 
8th Grade Coffee - The 8th grade coffee will be held Thurs., May 7th in the Cafeteria Annex. About 850 invitations, which will be printed soon, will be sent out to the current 8th grade parents at the feeder schools.  Kevin Pobst, PTO Presidents, representatives from the Dean’s, Guidance, and Athletic Offices will speak. Spirit wear will be for sale.  Will put a Welcome Banner over the entrance of the school.   Discussed distributing a Book Month hand-out as well as a Book Grant Form; having PTO and Boosters reps wear middle school and elementary school names on tags, as people often identify with someone who has a common history; would like more greeters; will have posters on easels for sign-ups for the Freshman Parent Parties; handout a one page “fact” sheet at door; and, Janet Sabine Parry will draft a “parking strategy” statement that will be posted on PTO website. The invitation will refer to the website so new parents can understand the parking restrictions and suggestions where to legally park. Will notify police about the event.
Parents Empowering Parents –  No Report.

Programming –   “Conversations with Mr. Pobst”, topic today: “Safety and Security at Hinsdale Central”. 
Publicity – Ann Pitcher will stay on next year.  She is doing a great job getting news out to the papers.

Reading Rocks - Vicki Bush-Joseph reported that she and Karen Altergott have met with Kathy Krepps and Myles Laffey (Library Services) to discuss ideas for the spring. Events are scheduled for March 13, April 17, and May 8, all Fridays. The March event, Game Day, coincides with National Teen Tech Week. Students can set up video consoles in library, play games (during non-class periods) and win prizes, such as Best Buy, Blockbuster, I-Tunes gift cards. Looking for $500 in prizes.  During National Library Week in April, the theme of the event will be “Spring into Wellness” and will utilize the Student/Teacher Wellness Committee to work with Library staff to organize the activities for that day. Finally in May, the committee will host a breakfast (7:00 -8:30 am) for the teachers in the library. This event falls during Teacher Appreciation Week. Traditionally have asked vendors for food donation, but because of the economy they will not directly approach vendors this year, and will fund the majority of this event via their budget. As a result, they anticipate a shortfall. The PTO agreed to fund this shortfall of $500.  
Safety & Bylaws -   Janet Sabine Parry said that the committee will be meeting tomorrow with Kimm Dever to discuss 1) Theft Issues and students’ lack of reporting directly using forms. 2) Traffic Issues regarding traffic flow at heavy volume times, and encouraging parents to drop off earlier and pick up later to disperse the congestion. 
School Board Liaison –  No Report.

Special Education - Will have a meeting on March 4th at 7:00 pm in the Community Room.
Teacher Appreciation – Tina Capraro explained that nothing was done in January because of vacation, the goodwill momentum of the poinsettia plants and Holiday Breakfast and the fact that finals were occurring. In February teachers all found large Hershey chocolate bars in their mailboxes for Valentine’s Day.  Chocolate bars were all donated. In March the committee will take out an ad in the Advocate thanking the teachers.  In April a cookbook drive is being planned.  They will also be a raffle, with the prizes being two cooking themed baskets (donated).  Tina also requested an additional $200. The committee’s budget was $2,000, but they only have $25 left. Voted and approved the additional $200.
Volunteers – Kay Gallo reported that they were short on volunteers for Turnabout, but everything went well. Vision and Hearing Screening on Feb. 19th also went well.
Class Representatives – Senior Class: Getting ready for Prom.

Middle School Representatives –  No reports by Butler, CHMS, HMS or St. Isaac.  Need CHMS rep for next year.
New Business –

- A Meet the Candidates night will be held at Hinsdale South in the Little Theatre on March 12th at 7:00 pm.  Terry Edwards is collecting questions, and someone from Hinsdale South will do the same. If you have any questions for the D 86 BOE candidates, please forward to Terry.  Will look into whether it makes sense to video tape the forum.
-Mary Buddig will continue on as PTO President next year. 

-If anyone is interesting on being on the Exec.Board Nominating Committee, e-mail Joanne Cascio or Carol Wroble.

-Darla Highley will co-chair a new committee, Interview Skills Workshop. If anyone is interested in co-chairing and continuing on, e-mail Darla.

-If anyone is interested in chairing any committee next year, e-mail Mary Buddig.

Special Presentation - Mr. Don Malec, Director of the National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence of Illinois, and Mr. Mario Vescovi, Consultant and Chairman of Statewide Drug-Free Illinois, Illinois Chamber of Commerce, each spoke briefly to the PTO about teen drinking and drug use and their programs’ ideology of how to deter it and how to teach children to make better choices. They would like to partner with the PTO, parents and the school to help Central resolve issues relating to alcohol and drug use.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,
Maria Pierce, Secretary

